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I have always enjoyed writing and story telling, as many of my friends will attest. I have written a number of articles lately, having completely retired and have posted some on my personal homepage William J Anhorn QC. My venture into genealogy has resulted in some interesting results, not the least of which is establishing a family connection to royalty, all of which I have documented on the website. 

My own life experience has also resulted in some interesting and at times amusing stories and antidotes, which for no other specific reason or purpose, I have decided to document for posterity. The first article along this line is entitled, “Find the Time and Have the Courage to Change and Develop a Plan for the Future”. It is in retrospect, an amusing story regarding my own “life-altering event”, but with a not so subtle message.

Now I know what you are thinking, “since golf season is over he has far too much time on his hands”. But I considerate it therapeutic, a form of occupational therapy!


Here is another story, which you will hopefully find of interest.

In 2015, my wife and I, along with two other couples embarked on a European holiday and Mediterranean cruise.

We were travelling abroad on our Canadian passports as follows:

William John Anhorn Passport # GL448XXX

Joan Elaine Anhorn Passport # GL448XXX

We left Canada on August 22nd arriving in Venice, Italy on August 23rd 2015. We spent 4 days in Venice and then boarded the ‘Riviera’ for a 10-day cruise with Oceania Cruises with our final destination or port being Istanbul, Turkey. We had been advised by Oceania prior to leaving that a Turkish visa would be required in order to enter the country. As noted, we were travelling with two other couples from Canada. We were advised that we could obtain the Turkish visa through Oceania or go on-line using the official Turkish government website. One of the couples chose to use Oceania to obtain the visa and the other couple went on-line and had no difficulty in obtaining their visa within a few minutes of completing the application.

We were provided the website address and choose to apply on-line. Upon completing the application and providing the requisite information including credit card information, we were advised that the application was in process and that it may take up to 24 hours to complete. I became concerned as our friend’s application only took a few minutes to be completed before the visas were issued. Concerned that I may have inadvertently been directed to a fraudulent website, I contacted our credit card company and expressed my concern. The credit card provider indicated that the payment was in process and that there was nothing that could be done and that if there was an issue “it had been noted” and to contact them further, if there was a problem. However, the next day we received the Turkish visas and everything appeared to be in order.

Upon boarding the Riviera in Venice, we were instructed to deposit our passports and Turkish visas with the cruise line. These documents were returned just before our departure from the ship on September 7th 2015. We had a tremendous experience on the cruise seeing may different ports of call and enjoying excellent accommodation and cuisine on board ship.

We disembarked from the cruise ship on September 7th at 7:30 am and proceeded to the Turkish passport control area, where my wife and I presented our passports and visas. I hasten to add that my wife handed both the visa and passports, even though they had ONLY asked for our passports. The Turkish passport control officer looked at the visas and then called another officer over and, much to our chagrin, they scrutinized our visas, glancing back at us menacingly from time to time. It was obvious from their demeanor, that there was an issue with the visas. Needless to say, the palms of my hands became sweaty and we both became extremely concerned and nervous.  Visions of the movie, “the Orient Express” came to mind. We were asked to step out of the line, in Arabic. (I think)

We were then escorted to another area and a more senior official, who spoke some English studied our documents very carefully and then informed us that the visas that had been presented were fraudulent and that we would have to purchase another visa. In the meantime, our friends proceeded through passport control area without any problem. We together were supposed to meet our Turkish guide outside the facility and board a van for a full day tour of the City of Istanbul, which was the start of our adventure in Turkey. 

Not wanting to be delayed or put up any argument, we paid the official $70 US each and he proceeded to apply a “stamp” to our passport. When I asked, “If everything was OK” and if we were free to join our friends, he said, “yes, but first these gentleman would like to speak to you”. We turned around and much to our surprise,  two burly Turkish police officers in full uniform were standing there. One of the police officers gestured that we were to accompany them to their office and the passport control official in “broken” English indicated that they wanted to take a statement from us. The hair on the back of my neck stood on end and Joan’s look, as they say in the MasterCard commercial was ”priceless”. It was obvious to us that neither of two officers spoke any English. We reluctantly agreed to accompany them, as though we had any choice!  Another passport control supervisor said he would come along and act as an interpreter and he indicated that we had no choice but to comply.  My “lawyer” instinct suddenly kicked in and I started to question their authority. Joan, in not too subtle terms grabbed my arm and told me, to “shut the F….up!” This message I understood clearly and it did not require any interpretation! She better than I recognized that we were at a distinct disadvantage and that it was best to co-operate with the Turkish authorities. What a delight!

 We were told that the visa was fraudulent and that we were under suspicion of falsifying the travel document. The officer, through the interpreter, demanded that we produce evidence that we paid for the visa after having explained that we had purchased the visa on-line from the official Turkish website. We were provided access to a computer and my wife after much difficulty was able to access our email account and retrieve the receipt that had been issued. I should point out that she had difficulty, at first blush, in accessing the email account and beads of perspiration rolled down her forehead. She tried several times to enter our password, but each time the computer indicated that it was the “wrong password” as the police officers looked on with suspicion. Finally, she was able to gain access. I later learned that she had difficulty because the keyboard was in “Turkish”! 

I again explained that we had obtained the visa from the official Turkish website, which statement was met with much skepticism and disbelief. Since I had obtained the visa online from a website, I was then shown a number of different websites that supposedly had been used to issue fraudulent visas. None of them resembled the one that I had used and again, I was insistent that the website was the official Turkish website.




On the next page is a copy of the official Visa received from the Turkish Tourism office. It looks pretty official to me. But then again, what do I know!
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Note that the “nationality” section has been left blank.

In the meantime, after more than an hour, our friends were still waiting for us outside the terminal. I asked that I be allowed to go out and explain the situation and was advised that I could only go under police escort! I met our friends and our Turkish guide and the guide was advised by the police officer of the circumstances.  Being uncertain as to how much time it would take to clear things up, I suggested that they proceed with the planned tour for the day and that we would take a taxi to the hotel. Our tour guide was quite insistent that we do not do that and indicated that they would tour the city for an hour and come back to get us. She was quite adamant after she spoke to the police officer, which only heightened my anxiety.

Upon returning to the police office, we were advised by the passport control supervisor and interpreter that the police had examined the visa in greater detail based upon our insistence that it had been issued by the official government website. In fact, it had been determined that the visas had been issued by the appropriate government authority. We were advised that someone within the department had altered the application to show that our nationality was “Kuwait” not Canadian. We were advised that residents of Kuwait although requiring a Turkish visa to enter the country are not required to pay a fee. It appeared that the credit card payment had been diverted “offshore” and once the payment processed, then the visa was sent to our email address. This perhaps accounted for the 
24 hour delay in processing. We were advised that the visa was authentic, the only difference being that the issued visa left our nationality “blank”, something we had not noticed but which had alerted the passport control officers. We were told that “fake” visas were quite common.



At that point my wife asked the passport control officer who had been acting as the interpreter “Are we still in trouble?” He responded somewhat emphatically, “yes”, which brought her to tears. In retrospect, he may have misunderstood her question.

We were then asked if we wished to file an official complaint. We indicated that we did, as we felt strongly that, the authorities should investigate the matter, as there may be others who unsuspectingly may be subject to this internal government fraudulent scheme. We were then advised that we would have to provide a written statement. A statement was prepared painstakingly by the police officer on a computer as we recited the circumstances. The statement was printed off and handed to each of us and we were asked to sign it. The statements were all in “Turkish”!  

At this point again, my “lawyer” instincts kicked in again and I expressed reluctance to sign something that I could not read and did not understand. The interpreter in language, which I clearly understood said, “Do you want to get out of here? If you do, then sign then it, it says exactly what you told him!”


With some legitimate hesitation, and my hands trembling, we both each reluctantly signed our statements. 

I am sure my criminal law professor, must have rolled over in his grave!
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The First Page of My 4 Page Statement to the Turkish Authorities

In the meantime, our tour guide returned she was told that we were not free to go until the “DA” or prosecutor authorized our release. He obviously had seen too many Perry Mason TV shows! 

We agonized for what seemed hours as the police officer kept phoning the “DA” but was unable to get through.  It was now approaching 12:30 in the afternoon, and we overheard that the “prosecutor” had been in court and may have left early for lunch and might not be back for several hours! The thoughts of spending time in a Turkish jail came to mind.

Our tour guide told us she had to leave to us, as she said she could not wait any longer. She left. Within a few minutes, the police officer advised that he had been able to reach the prosecutor and after explaining the situation to him and after having reviewed our statements, he indicated that we were free to go. Fortunately, we able to txt our friends before they left and we were able to meet up with them but not after spending more than 3 hours in Turkish custody!

As you can quite imagine, this experience was very upsetting and although we can look back on it with some amusement, the reality is that situation at the time was quite serious. 

On returning home, we wrote to the Canadian immigration authorities indicating that we felt the circumstance surrounding our ordeal should be brought to their attention and thoroughly investigated by the appropriate authorities.  The fact that we paid twice for our Turkish visas was of little concern. What was of concern was that this fraudulent activity should be stopped and those responsible within the Turkish government agency prosecuted, so that others would not fall victim to this scheme.

Needless to say, this complaint fell on deaf ears. A letter to the Turkish embassy had similar results-“Nada!”

We enjoyed the rest of our tour of this ancient country without any further incident.

So ends the story of our frightening experience in Istanbul-a strange but true story but not quite a Turkish delight!

William J Anhorn QC
December 23rd, 2017
Medicine Hat, Alberta
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Referans No
Reference No : 7HT-H7CZ



Name : William John



Surname : ANHORN



Place of Birth : Medicine Hat CAN



Date of Birth : 18 Ara/Dec 1950



Nationality : Kuveyt
Kuwait



Seyahat Belgesi
Travel Document : Umuma Mahsus Pasaport



Ordinary Passport



Belge No
Travel Document No. : GL448071



Travel Doc. Issue Date : 16 Eki/Oct 2014



Belge Geçerlilik T.
Travel Doc. Expiry Date : 16 Eki/Oct 2024



DISCLAIMER
In case that the records in your e-visa and passport differ, your e-visa will be deemed invalid. In the event that the information 
which you provide at your visa application and the information recorded in your passport differentiate, your e-visa will be invalid. If 
the persons recorded to the accompanying section of your passport are to travel with you, it is essential that they also get e-visa.
 
E-visa shall not be valid for purposes other than touristic and commercial trips. Visa applications such as work, study, etc. must be 
made via foreign missions of Turkey.
 
E-visa system does not monitor the days of your stay/residence in Turkey. Hence, it is your own responsibility to check whether 
your residence permit has expired or not.
 
Should your stay upon single entry without residence permit be longer than 90 days, you may well be sentenced to administrative 
fine and your entry into Turkey might be forbidden for a certain period of time.
 
In exceptional circumstances, it is possible that Turkish authorities may not permit an e-visa-holder to enter into Turkey. For more 
information, please visit http://www.evisa.gov.tr/info



Türkiye Cumhuriyeti
Elektronik Vizesi
Electronic Visa, Republic of Turkey



Number of Entries :
Multiple Entry



Geçerlilik Tarihi 
Valid From : 05 Eyl/Sep 2015



Valid Until : 02 Mar/Mar 2016



Duration of Stay : 90 Gün / Days
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MUSTEKI IFADE TUTANAGI

IFADE VERENIN
T.CKimlik numarast :
Pasaport Numarast : GL448071
Adi ve soyadi : Wiliam John ANHORN
Baba ve ana ads Theodore John - Margaret Mary
Dogum yeri ve tarihi : Alberta- 18.12.1950
Niifusa kayith oldugu yer 2 iI: Kanada Uyruklu
Tige:

Mahalle:
Ikamet yahut mesken adresi : 35 Rossdale Way Medicine AB Kanada TIB 1x5
Cep telefonu : 403 5276815
Isyeri adresi (-
Meslegi.ckonomik durumu ~ :  Avkat-50008
Egitim durumu : Universite
Medeni haligocuk sayist @ Evli2
Ifadenin neden almdig : Internet Uzesinden Dolandincilik
Ifadeni alindig: yer Pasaport Igleri Biiro Amirligi

Ifade verene isnat olunan sug anlatild:, midafi sesme hakkimin bulundugu ve onun hukuki yardimmdan
yararlanabilecegi, midafiin ifade alma swasinda hazir bulunabileces, midafi segecek durumda degilse ve bir
mdafi yardmmdan yararlanmak stedig takdirde kendisine baro tarafindan bir mdafi goreviendirilebileceg,
yakmlarmdan istedigine yakalandigmin derhal _bildirilecegi, isnat edilen sug hakkmda sciklamada

bulunmamasinin kanuni hakks oldugy, sipheden
kendisine hatilatilp agiklands,

kurtulmast igin somut delillerinin toplanmasin isteyebilecegi

SORULDU__: Konu ilgili ifadenizi veriniz?

CEVAP

fademi Acente gorevlisi Atalay UZUNER’in tercimanliinda vermeyi kabul

ediyorum. Yukanda vermis oldugum kimlik ve adres bilgilerim dogradur ve bana aitir.
Avukat Talep Etmiyorum. Okumam yazmam var, bu sekilde hir irademle ifademi kendim
vermek istiyorum. Ben ve Esimin 27.08.2015 tarihinde Venedikten katilacagumiz RIVIRERA
isimli yoleu gemisi ile Tirkiye'ye gelerek gemi turumuza Tiirkiye'de sona ercceginden
Turkiye zerinden Kanada'ya gegecefimizden Tirkiye'ye giris yapabilmek  igin
hitp://turkeyvisaapplynow.com isimli internet adresinden 01.07.2015 tarihinde esim ve benim
elektronik vizelere kredi kartimdan 175 Kanada dolari odedim ve 03.07.2015 tarihinde
esimin eposta adresine turkeyvisaapplyservice@email.com adresinden 426240897200 e






ATurkish Delight

Ihave always enoyed writng and story telling, as many of my.
riends willttest. have writen- number of ariclesatly,
having completely retred and have pasted some on my.
personl homepage Willam ) Athorn QC. My venture o
Eencalogy has resulted i Some intereting resuls ot the
leastofwhih s establishing afamily connection o royaly, all
of which  have documented on the websie.

My own e experience has aso resultd i some Iteresting
and at tmes amusing stories and antidoes,whichfor no other
specic resson or purpose,  have decided to document or
posterty. Thefirtarilealong this lne s enided, Find the
Time and Have the Courage to Change and Develop  Plan for
the Future” s in retrospect,an amusing story regarding my.
owne-alering event’, but with a ot o suble message.

Now I know what you are thiking,since golf eason s over.
e has far too much time on is hands” But | considerate it
therapeutica form ofoccupationaltherapy!

Here s nother sory, which you will hopeflyfind ofnterest.

102015,y wife and 1, along with two ather coupls embarked
on'a European holiday and Medierranean cruie.

Wewere traveling abroad o our Canadian passports as
ollows:

Willam ohn Anhorn Passport # GLH4EXYX

Joan laine Anhorn Passport# GLA4BXXK



